
 
 

NEWS RELEASE 
 

 

 San Diego, May 2, 2005
 
 FUGRO PELAGOS CONDUCTS HELICOPTER-BASED LIDAR 

BATHYMETRY SURVEY AT THE GRAND CANYON 
  
 In November 2004, the United States Army Corps of Engineers contracted Fugro 

Pelagos to conduct a helicopter-based Airborne LIDAR Bathymetry (ALB) survey 

of a portion of the Colorado River, within the Grand Canyon, for the United States 

Geological Survey (USGS). The Colorado River below Glen Canyon Dam was 

undergoing a “high flow test study” in an experiment to rebuild sandbars and 

beaches that provide habitat for endangered wildlife and campsites for Grand 

Canyon tourists. As part of this experiment, the USGS’ Grand Canyon Monitoring 

and Research Center required pre- and post-test bathymetry of the river to 

support sediment storage and movement studies.  
 

Fugro used the latest generation technology available today, the SHOALS-1000T, to 

successfully acquire post-flood bathymetry data and water penetration imagery on the 

Colorado River, during the controlled flow conditions. While Fugro had already 

conducted successful ALB surveys in riverine environments, this was the first time that 

the SHOALS-1000T system had ever been deployed in a rotary wing aircraft.  

 

Fugro’s technology allows them to collect data in locations that were previously off limits 

due to access or safety issues. They are able to provide a complete representation of 

the river channel and floodplain, enabling river engineers to study hydraulic conditions 

as they relate to sediment transport, as well as fish habitat, flooding and levee 

configuration. 
 

About Fugro:  
 
Fugro Pelagos, Inc. is a member of the international Fugro group of companies. 
Fugro collects, processes and interprets data related to the earth’s surface and 
soil composition and provides advice based on the results. As an extension to 
these activities, Fugro provides services such as precise positioning, 
construction materials testing, reservoir engineering and data management. 
Fugro’s operations have been organized into three divisions: Geotechnical, 
Survey and Geoscience.  
 

Fugro Pelagos, Inc. 
3738 Ruffin Road 
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For further information and / or for a selection of images in support of this 
announcement, please contact: 
 
Rebecca Eitzen 
+1 858 427 2026 
e-mail: reitzen@fugro.com

 
 
Fugro is listed on Euronext N.V. in Amsterdam and is included in the Amsterdam Midkap index. Fugro has over 
275 offices, more than 7,000 staff and a permanent presence in over 50 countries. 
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