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 Anchorage, February 25, 2005
 
 FUGRO PELAGOS WINS PROJECT OF THE YEAR FOR 

INTEGRATING LIDAR AND MBES IN SITKA, ALASKA 
  
 The Alaska Surveying and Mapping Conference Committee honored Fugro 

Pelagos, Inc. with the 2005 Project of the Year for their survey in Sitka, Alaska. 

This annual award recognized Fugro’s exemplary contribution to the nautical 

charting efforts of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) 

in Alaska.  
 

In 2004, NOAA contracted Fugro Pelagos to chart 87 km2 of the Sitka region, an intricate 

area of islands and drying reefs containing a highly irregular shoreline with many rocks, 

foul areas and kelp. Fugro successfully and economically integrated Airborne LIDAR 

Bathymetry (ALB) and ship multibeam echo sounding (MBES) operations to complete 

the survey, representing NOAA’s first simultaneous deployment of these systems. 

 
Fugro collected topographic and bathymetric LIDAR data and conducted MBES surveys 

to collect the near shore and deeper offshore data. Navigation safety and scientific 

information for the Sitka region were significantly enhanced by the high-resolution, 100% 

coverage of MBES and ALB data over the shoal zones surrounding the numerous islets. 

Integrating these types of data produced additional information, resulting in the fusion of 

airborne and acoustic data co-registered with high-resolution digital imagery. The 

imagery was then used to create an orthorectified photomosaic of the survey area, 

which showed the shorelines, islands and sea surface, greatly enhancing shoreline 

verification data products. Fugro further incorporated the topographic LIDAR mapping 

capability, resulting in beach and onshore feature mapping integrated with the 

bathymetry. With this survey, Fugro became the first company contracted by NOAA to 

perform both MBES and ALB surveys within a single field area in support of nautical 

charting.    
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About Fugro:  
 
Fugro Pelagos, Inc. is a member of the international Fugro group of companies. 
Fugro collects, processes and interprets data related to the earth’s surface and 
soil composition and provides advice based on the results. As an extension to 
these activities, Fugro provides services such as precise positioning, 
construction materials testing, reservoir engineering and data management. 
Fugro’s operations have been organized into three divisions: Geotechnical, 
Survey and Geoscience.  
 

 
Fugro Pelagos, Inc. 

3738 Ruffin Road 
San Diego, California  

92123 USA 
Tel:+1 858 292 8922 
Fax:+1 858 292 5308 

www.fugro-pelagos.com 
www.fugro.com 

 
For further information and / or for a selection of images in support of this 
announcement, please contact: 
 
Anna Robinson 
+1 858 427 2017 
e-mail: arobinson@fugro.com 
 
 
Fugro is listed on Euronext N.V. in Amsterdam and is included in the Amsterdam Midkap index. Fugro has over 
275 offices, more than 7,000 staff and a permanent presence in over 50 countries. 
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