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Thales Geosolutions (Pacific) Inc. have recently made considerable progress in the collection and processing of high resolution imagery (backscatter) from Multibeam Systems and have commissioned new firmware and software from Reson Inc. and Triton Elics International Inc. during an extensive program of mapping in Alaska. 

During the summer of 2001, several multibeam surveys were conducted throughout portions of southern and south-east Alaska in support of fisheries habitat and related studies. These studies, completed in co-operation with several US government agencies, were typically designed to determine fisheries habitat characteristics using acoustic mapping techniques designed to capture backscatter or “snippet” data. The techniques, however are applicable to the entire range of multibeam systems, and hence will also change the approach to geophysical site surveys, pipeline and cable route surveys, and engineering surveys. Further development has continued with extensive trials taking place in San Diego and the Gulf of Mexico.  Images from multiple applications and regions are presented and analyzed. 

